RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
This scheme was a great success, the audiences averaging 4000 a week during the four winter months in which they were given. Encouraged by the success of these lectures, he instituted in 1866 a series of penny lectures ; a penny was charged for admission, and each lecture was published and sold at that price. He began by giving all the lectures himself, but he was soon able to enlist the services of Huxley, Tyndall, Sir John Lubbock, Balfour Stewart and many others. At first the lectures were all given in Manchester, but later he lectured at other manufacturing towns in Lancashire and Yorkshire. He took with him his lecture assistant, Heywood, and the apparatus required for the lecture experiments was in a large case. The railway porters at the stations around Manchester believed that he was running a Punch and Judy show. After a time the scheme of lectures was put on a more permanent basis by the Gilchrist Trustees ; later still the universities took a part, and provided short courses of study in various subjects, literary as well as scientific, in many towns. Roscoe, however, had for the first eleven years undertaken all the arrangements connected with these lectures.
They were the beginnings of a forty years' campaign to make the public realise the importance of science, to get more science taught in schools, to make science play a larger part in our industries, and to persuade the Government to make grants to universities and colleges for teaching and research. He was tireless in his efforts ; he wrote articles, he made speeches, he served on many Royal Commissions and took a very active part in the preparation of their reports, which attracted great attention and produced a very marked effect on public opinion.
He was elected M.P. for South Manchester in 1885. His selection as the candidate was very striking evidence
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